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Government through the Political Department of the Govern-
ment of India.

The Princes arc among the most devotedly loyal of His
Majesty's subjects, and on the outbreak of war in 1939, as in 1914,
immediately offered their persona! services and placed their whole
resources at the service of the King-Emperor. Many of them
maintain their own troops which together form die Indian
States* Forces, but are not part of what is called the 'Indian
Army*. Units of these Forces are serving in many parts of India
and overseas, and since the war their strength has been greatly
increased. At die same time a number of units have been raised
by the States for the Indian Army.

The States have their own systems of administration, their own
laws, their own courts, their own taxes. Maritime customs, and
the railways and postal and telegraph services which pass through
State territories, come tinder Central control, but some of the
larger States have their own internal railways and postal services,
and Hyderabad also has its own coinage. In all the larger States
the rider governs through a Diwan or Chief Minister, generally
with an Executive Council, and some of these Diwans have been
among the ablest of Indian administrators. Many of the Princes
devote themselves whole-heartedly to the welfare of their sub-
jects, though this is not true of all. In the case of gross mismanage-
ment the Paramount Power interferes and appoints a new ruler.

The States have naturally not remained unaffected by the
political developments in British India of the present century.
Many of them have progressive administrations based on British
Indian methods, and some are in certain respects in advance of
British India, while others are still more or less mediaeval in their
organisation. The most important, comprising between them
nearly three-quarters of the State population, have now instituted
Legislative Assemblies, Some of these have elected majorities,
with the right of voting on budget grants. Further measures to
curtail die use of autocratic power and to associate the States*
peoples more closely with tfaeir governments are to be expected